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From Our
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Where’s The Money?
My first job out of college with a freshly minted
Philosophy degree had very little to do with
philosophy. Instead, I worked as a placement counselor
for a recruiting firm (this is code for placing people
into jobs and collecting a fee for doing it). I liked to
think that as I was guiding people and companies
through the process of finding the perfect fit, those
whom I worked with thought of me as their counselor
and confidant. Unfortunately, my boss saw my position
as that of a salesperson whose main task was to move
applicants quickly through the process and collect a
big, fat fee for doing so.
We had a bell at the front of the office. After guiding
and counseling (and I guess selling) an applicant into
a new career, a counselor would go to the front of
the office and ring the bell. I was always pleased with
myself when I rang that bell, because I had done a
good deed and helped someone find their dream job.
But when the ringing stopped, the only thing
my boss would say to me was, “Where’s the
money?”
I learned quickly that my firm cared much more
about the bottom line than about the people we were
supposed to be helping. That was a disillusioning
experience for a young Philosophy graduate.
Forty years later, my “boss” is now the Friendship
Ministries’ board of directors. We “spend” money
developing curriculum, sharing inspirational stories of
faith and belonging, and helping communities start and
grow inclusive ministries all over the world. We receive
“income” from curriculum sales, charitable gifts, and
fundraising events.
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Even though our budget has been
incredibly tight for the last few years,
never once has any board member ever
said to me, “Where’s the money?”
I know there’s a marked difference between for-profit
and non-profit organizations. I also know that, although
non-profits often have a “higher calling,” they still need
to be good stewards of their financial resources. I draw
this comparison only to illustrate and affirm Friendship
Ministries’ unwavering commitment and mission to
further God’s Kingdom by providing resources that
support faith formation and congregational inclusion
with individuals with intellectual disability, so that we
all can grow deeper in our relationship with God and
with each other in community together. I have faith
that God will provide our every need. Friendship is
more committed than ever to doing what it takes
to continue to serve God through this unique, Godcentered, and much needed ministry.
Praise God for His throng of worshippers who are not
proclaiming “Where’s the money?” but rather…
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and
ever!”
In Him,

Tom VanWingerden
Executive Director
tomvw@friendship.org
888.866.8966

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friendship Festival
OAKVILLE, ON | MAY 11, 2019
The upcoming festival on Saturday, May 11 will be a wonderful time of music, fun, and friendship! See you at
Clearview Church in Oakville, ON. Invite your friends…everyone is welcome!
weloveourfriends.com

Inspire 2019
WINDSOR, ON | AUGUST 1, 2019
Inspire 2019 will be an exciting and uplifting three days designed for ministry volunteers and leaders from Christian
Reformed and Reformed churches across North America. Come discover new resources that can benefit your
congregation. Connect with people who are involved in similar types of ministry. Share your stories and learn from
others. You won’t want to miss it. And you especially won’t want to miss the workshop by Barb Newman and Tom
VanWingerden!
crcna.org/inspire2019

Friendship Ministries Golf Outing
GRAND RAPIDS, MI | AUGUST 12, 2019
Registration is now open for the next Friendship Golf Outing! Come join us for food, fun, and friends—all in
support of a great cause!
friendship.org/golf

FREE SAMPLE
SESSIONS
Give TOGETHER a try!

ACCESS.TOGETHERSMALLGROUPS.ORG
Friendship Ministries Newsletter | 3

NOTAS DE

AMISTAD

Nueva Californa

The Fruit of your
Donations in Argentina
Thanks to your help, during 2018 we have started a series
of workshops to train churches on the inclusion of people
with intellectual disability. These workshops have allowed
us to reach more than 150 Sunday school teachers from
approximately 45 churches, some of which are located in
very poor regions where there is a great need of Christian
formation. In 2019 we are planning to offer more workshops
about inclusion in March, April, and July, where we hope to
train more than 25 churches.
Your donation is so important for Ministerio Amistad. Thank
you for giving! Because of you, we are able to develop more
material and continue our work of training on the topic of
inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities in the church.

A map of where some of
the new Amistad groups
are located in Argentina

Amistad in Nueva Californa, Mendoza, Argentina
There is a desert zone in Mendoza, Argentina called Nueva California (New California), where a very impoverished
group of people live. In this area, the community lives in run-down houses built with cane and mud. They have
formed a church meeting just basic needs. The church offers a meal to a group of kids, which includes a Sunday
school class every weekend. This group has some members with intellectual disability, and thanks to your
donations, we are able to provide the Amistad program to this church!
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CANADIAN

CORNER
Safety and Security

Every once in a while, I’m reminded of
how terribly vulnerable our Friends can
be in life.
They are so eager to be liked and to have someone
accept them for who they are. Many are desperate
for a sense of family and belonging, and they’ll do
just about anything for someone who makes them
feel loved. No one could blame our Friends for that.
Add in a sense of false security that can be brought
on by lack of understanding in certain situations, and
you have a recipe for potential disaster. I often think
of my sister who couldn’t even swat a fly away from
her face. How do you protect someone like her from
harm? As a family, we had to place a lot of trust in
the caregivers of her home and the people of her
community.
At Friendship Ministries, we encourage ALL our
groups to have a safety plan and policies in place.
Check the Friendship website for our model Abuse
Prevention Guidelines and Volunteer Disclosure
Form—and use them! Also, make sure that police
checks (known as background checks in the US) are
kept current—no exceptions. Here in Canada, it’s
the law when you work with children and vulnerable
people. Even your buddy that you’ve known for 20
years doesn’t get a free pass. NO exceptions! If you
are having issues with individuals not complying with
police/background checks, please seek assistance
from your church leadership. This law exists to
protect both Friends and Mentors.

Be sure to regularly review the Abuse Prevention
Guidelines policies with your volunteers. Who’s
driving your Friends? Are you in the car with two
mentor adults of opposite gender? Who is taking
your Friend to use the bathroom? It should always
be group home staff if they are available. Are you
watching to see that your Friends are getting in the
correct car to go home? It’s a good idea to post
someone at the door to ensure your Friends all go
home with the right people!
Please do not take the safety of our Friends lightly.
These vulnerable people deserve all the care and
security our programs can offer. Together, we can
keep our Friends safe, ‘swat away the flies’ and fill a
room with exceptional love and care.

YOU CAN FIND THE ABUSE
PREVENTION GUIDELINES AND
VOLUNTEER DISCLOSURE FORM
UNDER “DOWNLOADABLE
RESOURCES” AT
FRIENDSHIP.ORG/BOOKSTORE

Heather DeBoer
Friendship Ministries Canada
canada@friendship.org
800.730.3490 x 4279

WELCOME TO
FRIENDSHIP MINISTRIES!
We are so excited to welcome the following group:
First CRC of Edmonton, AB
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CHURCH PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
Our deepest gratitude to these new and renewing members of our
Church Partnership Program.

Sustaining

Expanding

Beaverdam CRC of Hudsonville, MI

Anaheim CRC of Anaheim, CA

Covenant CRC of Appleton, WI

Blenheim CRC of Blenheim, ON

First CRC of Hamilton, ON

Calvin CRC of Millgrove, ON

First CRC of Sarnia, ON

Crosspoint CRC of Brampton, ON

Friendship Group of Peterborough, ON

Heritage Fellowship CRC of Brampton, ON

Mission Hills Community Church of Mission, BC

Plymouth Heights CRC of Grand Rapids, MI

Neland Avenue CRC of Grand Rapids, MI

Global Outreach

Growing

Immanuel CRC of Caledon, ON

Ebenezer CRC of Jarvis, ON
Emmanuel CRC of Calgary, AB
Faith CRC of Burlington, ON

To learn more about the Church Partnership program,
please email friendship@friendship.org.

First CRC of Ripon, CA
First CRC of Thunder Bay, ON
Goshen CRC of Goshen, NY
St Giles Kingsway Presbyterian of Etobicoke, ON
West Leonard CRC of Grand Rapids, MI
Willowdale CRC of North York, ON

IN HONOR &
IN MEMORY OF
Thank you for your generous gifts in memory of:
Paul Buursma
Danielle Chiasson
Madelyn DeGroot
Ellen VanEek
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FRIENDSHIP SPOTLIGHT
EACH QUARTER IN 2019, WE WILL HIGHLIGHT A FRIEND & MENTOR WHO EXHIBIT SOME OF THE
CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH, FRIENDSHIPS, AND BELONGING.

Marlene & Zach of Clearview Church of Oakville, ON
“The Virtue of Welcome” Nominated by: Heather DeBoer
On a recent Sunday morning, Marlene and Zach led the welcome time at their church. Zach lives
with Down syndrome, and his speech can be hard to understand, so they got creative and used
a bitmoji presentation to guide the welcome. It was very cool—light-hearted, but also super
respectful of Zach, and a perfect way for him to communicate clearly.

Seeking Nominations
Next quarter, we’re looking for a Friend
& Mentor who exhibit the virtue of joy.
They may always be ready with a smile,
love celebrating in worship, or are quick
to recognize God’s blessings. Know
someone? Please send their names,
church, a short story, and a photo to
friendship@friendship.org.

CONTACT US
To make a charitable gift, please visit friendship.org/give
friendship.org

friendship@friendship.org

TOGETHERsmallgroups.org

facebook.com / friendmin

888.866.8966
Friendship Ministries
2215 29th Street SE, Suite B6
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

@FriendsMins
Friendship Ministries Canada
POB 1636 Stn LCD1
Burlington, ON L7R 5A1
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Elizabeth Rodriguez Ministerio Amistad

