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FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
More...
Some of you may recall a story that I shared with you a
few years ago about a friend of mine who had participated
in one of his first church Communion services. When the
grape juice was passed, he had decided to clink his glass
with mine and proclaim “Cheers” just before partaking. I
shared with you how at first I was a bit embarrassed to be
a part of this minor commotion during this sacramental
time. But as I thought about it days later, I realized just
how appropriate it was for him—and possibly for all of
us—to express our joy in the blessing of such an event,
as we share our oneness in Christ and remember what
He has done for us.
Well, once again I’ve learned a lesson from one of my
friends during the passing of the elements. Instead of
taking one small cup and passing the plate on to the next
person, another friend of mine somehow, with lightning
speed, was able to pick up four communion glasses, one
at a time, and slurp them down with great satisfaction, all
without a pause in the serving process! All anyone could
do was smile and possibly consider having a one on one
post-service conversation about restraint.
Again, I can’t help but think about this event as a reminder
of how we all have a desire for more, particularly in our
spiritual lives. A desire for more community with our
brothers and sisters, more opportunities to remember God’s
grace, more prayer time, more worship, and sometimes…
more juice.
Friendship Ministry’s new online curriculum called
TOGETHER has been designed specifically with more
in mind. With its format, adaptability and broad usability,
it provides opportunities for churches to provide more
intentional community, more togetherness, more
understanding, and it creates a place where there are no
hindrances, boundaries, restrictions or exclusions.
Please seriously consider using this innovative Bible study
called TOGETHER as you think about not only your
Friendship classes, but also any small group that might
want to create an opportunity where all are welcome to
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participate, regardless of speaking ability, vision, hearing,
language, intellect, or any other restrictions that so often
dictate whether an individual can participate.
Let’s thoughtfully and prayerfully seek for more as we
create communities that celebrate our unity in Christ
and our desire to be a part of His family.
Cheers!

Tom VanWingerden
Executive Director, Friendship Ministries
tomvw@friendship.org
888.866.8966

NOTAS DE AMISTAD
Moving Teachers From Theory To Action
That was the principal topic during the Inclusion
Conference which took place in Mendoza, Argentina.
This conference was mainly addressed to Sunday School
Teachers, where they received a workshop from Ministerio
Amistad group’s director, called: “Preparing Teachers for
Children with Disabilities.”
It was held from April 28 to May 1, 2017. Around
120 Sunday School Teachers attended this event, from
38 churches of the area. Each church received an
informational packet from Ministerio Amistad and
special training about how to include people with
intellectual disabilities in the church, and how to
share with them the Gospel of the Lord.
After this conference, several churches began to organize
their Amistad groups - praise the Lord! - applying Amistad
material. We are planning to hold another inclusion
congress at the end of this year.
I thank God for the people who made this conference
possible and for those who participated, too.
God Bless You,

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Ministerio Amistad
info@ministerioamistad.org
954.514.7960
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TO RETIRE OR NOT RETIRE…IT’S A
FINE QUESTION!
Heather DeBoer
I’m getting older. In just over 10 years, my
husband and I (Lord willing) will be looking
straight into our retirement years. We want to
approach that time wisely, so we have already
talked about what we hope to do once we retire.
We’ve also taken some steps to ensure that we’ll
be in good financial shape, have our will ‘up to
date,’ and all sorts of other things. Life can throw
surprises at you, so we want to be as prepared as
we can be in order not to burden our children.
I’m sure you want to know what that has
to do with Friendship Ministries! I want to
encourage Friendship club leaders to plan
ahead, and recognize that at some point, someone
else will need to take over the leadership of your
group. I want to challenge you to begin laying
a solid groundwork for others to take charge, so
that your group doesn’t collapse when you are no
longer able to lead it.
How do you make these plans? Start by taking
a good look at some younger people who might
be willing to team up with you. Maybe they have
some new ideas…be sure to be willing to consider
all of them! Be willing to try. If it fails, you can try

a different route. Share the workload. Give others
the jobs of scheduling snacks, Bible lessons, crafts
and registration.
I know what you’re going to say… “But nobody
is willing! We’ve put advertisements in the bulletin
for weeks!” I can tell you from experience that bulletin advertisements are often not very successful.
Instead, go to your church leadership and ask them
to sit down with you and make a list of potential
folks to help. Perhaps they’re already mentors in
your group! Then GIVE THEM A CALL! And
be sure your enthusiasm oozes over the phone.
Make it really hard to resist. Tell them about the
benefits of Friendship programs, and the joy our
friends and mentors have in community, praying
and worshiping together.
And most importantly, pray. Pray that good
leadership will step forward to nurture your
Friendship group and share God’s love with our
friends. It’s a ministry that needs to continue long
past your retirement!

canada@friendship.org
800.730.3490 x 4279

Are you connected with us online? We’d love to be your friend! Find us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/FriendMin

WHAT MATTERS MOST
Focusing On Our Mission and Vision
by Erik Carter, board member

Perhaps you have heard the old Yogi Berra expression,
“You’ve got to be very careful if you don’t know where
you are going, because you might not get there.” The
advice is good – even if something gets lost in his delivery.
If you don’t know where you are headed, it is hard to know
whether you have arrived. And if you aren’t clear on your
purpose, it can be easy to wander in the wrong direction.

fundamentally different direction for Friendship Ministries,
nor are these entirely new commitments. But they do reflect
our emphasis on inclusive models of ministry that bring
people with and without disabilities into relationship with
one another. And they reflect our desire to support people
with intellectual disability in all aspects of congregational
life – worship, service, learning, discipleship, and fellowship.

For Friendship Ministries, our purpose and our
desired destination are articulated in our mission and vision
statements. This past year, we revised both:

We invite you to join us in this mission and to work toward
living out this vision in your community.

Our Mission is to provide resources that support
faith formation and congregational inclusion with
individuals with intellectual disability.
Our Vision is people with and without intellectual
disability growing deeper in their relationship with
God and with each other in community together.
Our mission affirms that the heart of our work
involves equipping the Church with the commitment, tools,
and guidance needed to come alongside youth and adults
with intellectual disability as they come to know Jesus and
grow in their faith. For example, our new small-group
Bible study – called TOGETHER – offers a powerful way
for people with and without disabilities to grow in their
relationship with God and with one another. And our
newsletters and blogs tell stories of how lives and churches
are being changed because of this investment.
Our vision paints a picture of inclusion and belonging,
of friendships and faith. We pray that churches across
the country and around the world will see themselves
as incomplete without the presence and participation
of people with intellectual disability and that we all might
experience the richness and reciprocity of ministry with
and by people with disabilities. Neither revision reflects a
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TOGETHER is an innovative,

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friendship Ministries Golf Outing 2017

inclusive Bible study that is
designed to create a more
collaborative community

August 14, 2017 | Grand Rapids, MI

where all can participate

Mark your calendars for the Third Annual Friendship Golf
Outing at Railside Golf Club. Tell all your friends and get a
foursome together!

fully as the body of Christ.

Already planning to come?
Register at friendship.org/golf-registration
Would you like to contribute to this event?
Visit friendship.org/sponsor

Friendship Festival

October 28, 2017 | Oakville, Ontario CANADA

Don’t miss our next Friendship Festival, to be held at Clear
View Church in Oakville, Ontario, on Saturday, October 28,
2017, from 10:00am to 2:00pm. Join us for an enjoyable time
of sharing God’s love, singing and playing games. Lunch is
provided. $10 per person. For more information, contact
Herb Goodhoofd at 905-469-9295.

Please register at www.weloveourfriends.com.
See you in October!

I Thessalonians 5: 16-18
“Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

COMING SOON
Looking for a fresh perspective, new
tools, and an infusion of inspiration for
your conversations with God? This unit
on PRAYER will invite you into new ways
and reasons to “pray continually.”

Ride for Refuge

September 30, 2017 | CANADA

Here’s a great way for you - and perhaps even
your whole Friendship club - to give back! Get
on your bikes or try a 5K walk to raise funds
so we can provide TOGETHER curriculum
free of charge to groups in Canada who want
to give it a try.
For more information, visit
rideforrefuge.org/charity/friendshipministries

togethersmallgroups.org

COMING IN OCTOBER
Joseph: Christmas Starts
with Compassion
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CHURCH PARTNERSHIP
PROGRAM
Heartfelt thanks to these new
and renewing members of our
Church Partnership Program:
Sustaining

Beckwith Hills CRC of Grand Rapids, MI
Community of Meadowvale CRC of Mississauga, ON
East Strathroy CRC of Strathroy, ON
Neland Avenue CRC of Grand Rapids, MI

Growing

First CRC of Thunder Bay, ON
Hagersville Community CRC of Hagersville, ON
Inglewood CRC of Edmonton, AB

Expanding

Ebenezer CRC of Trenton, ON			
Immanuel CRC of Hamilton, ON		
Peace Reformed Church of Middleville, MI 		
River Park CRC of Calgary, AB

Global Outreach

First CRC of Taber, AB
Maranatha CRC of Woodstock, ON

WELCOME TO
FRIENDSHIP MINISTRIES
Join us in welcoming the following
groups:
Court Street United Methodist Church of Flint, MI
Crossroads Christian Church of Corona, CA
Independence through GRACE of Bakersfield, CA

You’ve got the print version, but
did you know that the helpful tools
and resources continue through our
e-newsletter? Sign up to get stories and
tips delivered straight to your inbox at
friendship.org/e-newsletter-subscription

WE WOULD LOVE
TO HEAR FROM YOU:
888.866.8966
friendship@friendship.org
www.friendship.org
www.friendship.org/blog
facebook.com / friendmin
@ FriendsMins
Friendship Ministries
2215 29th Street SE, Suite B6
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Friendship Ministries Canada
PO Box 1636 Stn LCD 1
Burlington, ON L7R 5A1

SUPPORT FRIENDSHIP
MINISTRIES
Your financial gifts enable us to carry
out the work of this ministry.
Give online at:
www.friendship.org/give-usa
www.friendship.org/give-canada
Mail a check to:

Mail a cheque to:

Friendship Ministries
2215 29th Street SE, Ste. B6
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Friendship Ministries
PO Box 1636, Stn LCD 1
Burlington, ON L7R 5A1

We Are Grateful
For Your Gifts
In Honor of:
Elly Hoff’s 65th Birthday

In Memory of:
Jerry Lee Bouwkamp
Karl Haak
George Hoekstra
John & Bernice Hoekstra
Nella Uitvlugt
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