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Miles were walked.
Hot dogs were served.
Faces were painted.
Songs were played.

The Friendship Challenge, presented by Kool Toyota, was
held on Thursday, May 9, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The
goal of the event was to introduce the public to the work of
Friendship Ministries, while also honoring our late
executive director, Nella Uitvlugt. It was also an
opportunity for our friends from across West Michigan to
come together and to celebrate the community and church
support that is so integral to each of our friends and their
faith walk.

Want to see pictures of the event? Check out

A

our Friendship Challenge photo album on Facebook!

nd more than $10,000 was
raised for Friendship
Ministries during our first-ever
Friendship Challenge, a 2-mile walk in
support of Friendship Ministries.

Are you interested in hosting a
Friendship Challenge in your city?
We can help! Email contact@
friendship.org for more information!

A big “congratulations” and “thank you”
to the more than 130 individuals who
participated in this unique event, as
walkers, as volunteers, and as staff. We
were so blessed by each of you.
Thank you.

Thanks to our Friendship Challenge
sponsors! Kool Toyota, Bruce
Buursma Communications, and
Bultema Lambert Communications.
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Attention

Grand Rapids Mentors!

Do your friends have
a place to celebrate

Thanksgiving
this fall

with Peopl

any individuals who have an intellectual
disability – including many who are involved in our
programs – do not have
family or friends to share a
Thanksgiving meal with.
To better serve our
community, Friendship
Ministries is partnering
with Railside Golf Club in
Byron Center, Michigan, to host a Thanksgiving feast for
these individuals. Group homes are encouraged to attend.

• Reservations are available at 11:00 AM, 11:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 12:30 PM, & 1:00 PM.
• Reserve your seat by emailing Gwen Bultema at gwen@bultemalambert.com
or calling 616.656.7500.

Interested in helping us with this event?
Sponsor a table! $200 | Visit our website to learn more.

On the

Will one of us be in your neighborhood? Give us a
call or send us an email if you’d like to meet!
November 28: Thanksgiving at Railside, Grand Rapids, MI
January 15-18, 2014: Children’s Pastor’s Conference East, Orlando, FL
February 17-20, 2014: Children’s Pastor’s Conference West, Ontario, CA
March 13-16, 2014: Religious Education Congress, Anaheim, CA
April 30- May 2, 2014: The Orange Conference, Atlanta, GA
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e Who Have Intellectual Disabilities.

FRIENDSHIP

FAMILY

Notas

DE AMISTAD

I am very glad to introduce
new Amistad programs:
• Costa Rica: Min, Sin Barreras, Ninoshka
Rivero, San José, 4 Friends
• Chile: Mirada de Amor, Lorena Noé, Villa
del Mar, 10 Friends
• Guatemala: Del Valle Christian School,
Karla Santiago, San Cristobal, 30 Friends
Special Thanks to:
• Rev. Jim Rees, founder of Christian Horizons (http://www.christian-horizons.
org/), a wonderful ministry of residential
support and life-skills training, as well as
summer camps, etc. located in Ontario,
Canada, who gave an important donation
of Amistad material to “Del Valle Christian
School”, located in Guatemala.
• Bernard H. De Jonge, Friendship
Canada board member, who promotes
and connects us with Christian Horizons
to help new Amistad groups.

May God Bless You!

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Ministerio Amistad
FA L L 2 0 1 3

Welcome to the family!

Join us in welcoming the following groups:

• Christ Church of Oak Brook, IL
• College Park Church of Indianapolis, IN
• Garden of the Gods Care Center of
Colorado Springs, CO
• Hope United Methodist Church of San Diego, CA
• Living Hope CRC of Abbotsford, BC
• New Horizon United Methodist
Church of Champaign, IL
• North Ridge Community Church of Eldridge, IA
• Parksville Fellowship Baptist Church
of Parksville, BC
• Perry Hall Baptist Church of Perry Hall, MD
• River Tree Community Church of Wyoming, MI
• Trinity Evangelical Free Church of Holdrege, NE
• United Methodist Church of the Good
Shepherd of Lebanon, PA

Be in touch!
What’s happening in your part of the Friendship
family? By phone: 888.866.8966, or
email: friendship@friendship.org

Special Gifts
IN HONOR OF:
• Rev. William Buursma
• George Hoekstra
• Mary Louters
• Bert Polman

• Nella Uitvlugt
• Clarence Van
Der Weel
• Marlene Vis
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Connecting
from the Pulpit

Try this!

How do you connect with your
members and parishioners? Do you
share an illustration? Or disclose a story?
Do you use metaphors or analogies?
All messages or sermons should engage churchgoers,
regardless of ability or disability. If you are asked to tailor
or tweak your message to more effectively connect with
individuals who have an intellectual disability, here are
several tips to consider:
• Meet with friends regularly; they need to know
who you are!
• Work closely with your worship team; all elements of the service should reinforce the sermon
• Consider reading from the NIrV Bible, which uses
language more easily understood by individuals
who have an intellectual disability
• Speak clearly and slowly, but don’t “talk down”;
you are still proclaiming the Gospel to the ecclesia
• Stand among members of your congregation and
not behind barriers, including the pulpit
• Use body language
• Keep it personal and simple; people with an intellectual disability, as well as the rest of the church
body respond well to meaningful simplicity

• Invite meaningful verbal responses from the
worshipping body, including “Amen”
• Use stories instead of analogies, which may be too
complicated for some churchgoers
• Use humor that is respectful, uncomplicated, and
directly relevant
• Use visuals, but avoid complexity or abstract
symbolism
• Give due weight to experiencing and doing, as well
as understanding; our faith needs nourishment on all
these levels
The most important point to remember, however, is this:

• Let the message “breathe” by segmenting the
message into 2 to 3-minute chunks and using
“hooks” to refocus attention
• Repeat one theme multiple times, approaching it
from various perspectives
FA L L 2 0 1 3

The rest is secondary.
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FROM THE
INTERIM DIRECTOR

I

have always believed that, as a Christian

friendship.org) with any questions or comments. I will

community, we are called to welcome and to

look forward to hearing from you and serving both you

encourage individuals and families dealing with

and your friends!

disabilities. The church – and the Church – is only
complete when it includes all of God’s children.

In Him,
Dan

As a former Friendship Ministries board member, I
know that Friendship Ministries is at the forefront of
this effort both nationally and internationally, and I
am excited to be associated with the organization
again now as its new interim executive director.
I have had significant experience working with
disability-related non-profits over the course of my
career. I spent several years as the executive director
of the ARC of Kent County in Michigan and also

“Dan’s experience with, and passion for,
disability ministry makes him an
excellent candidate for this position. We
are thrilled to have him in this important
interim role, and we know that he will
lend significant expertise to our ministry
at this critical juncture.”
Barry Chance, president of
Friendship Ministries’ board
of directors

served as Director of Creative Housing at Hope
Network, a non-profit Christian organization that
provides a greater level of independence to people
with physical and developmental disabilities through
specialty health and community services. I am also
the principal of Daniel L. Blauw PLC, a Grand
Rapids-based law firm committed to serving people
impacted by disability. It is my hope that this
experience will serve Friendship well during this
transitional period.
I am eager to get to know you over the course of the
next several months and invite you to contact me via
phone (888.866.8966) or email (friendship@
FA L L 2 0 1 3
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Heartfelt thanks to all 80 members of our
Church Partnership Program! And a special
thanks to these new and renewing members:
Sustaining Partners

Growing Partners

Expanding Partners

• Bethel CRC of Waupun, WI
• Community CRC of Frankford, ON
• Ebenezer CRC of Leduc, AB
• First CRC of Highland, IN
• Friendship Bible Ministries of Willmar, MN
• Hope CRC of Brantford, ON
• Jubilee Fellowship CRC of St. Catharines, ON
• Maranatha CRC of Calgary, AB
• Maranatha CRC of Cambridge, ON
• Maranatha CRC of Holland, MI
• Shawnee Park CRC of Grand Rapids, MI
• Trinity CRC of Abbotsford, BC
• Trinity CRC of St Catharines, ON
• Westend CRC of Grand Rapids, MI
• Westwood CRC of Kalamazoo, MI

• Calvin CRC of Millgrove, ON
• Covenant CRC of Woodstock, ON
• Ebenezer CRC of Trenton, ON
• Faith CRC of Sioux Center, IA
• First CRC of Kingston, ON
• Friendship Group of Exeter, ON
• Maitland River Community Church CRC
of Wingham, ON
• Maranatha CRC of Woodstock, ON
• Mountainview CRC of Grimsby, ON
• Riverside CRC of Wellandport, ON
• Trinity Community Church of Hockessin, DE
• Williamsburg CRC of Williamsburg, ON

• Clearview CRC of Oakville, ON
• Fellowship CRC of Brighton, ON
• Friendship Group of Beamsville, ON
• Heritage Fellowship CRC of Brampton, ON
• Immanuel CRC of Hamilton, ON
• Palmerston CRC of Palmerston, ON
• River Park CRC of Calgary, AB

($250 per year):

($500 per year):

($1,000 per year):

Global Outreach Partners
($2,000 per year):

• Calvary CRC of Edina, MN
• Community CRC of Kitchener, ON

To learn more about the Church Partnership Program, contact
LaVonne at 888.866.8966 ext. 3 or admin@friendship.org

How We Include ALL of God's Children
From the Friendship Archives

How can you include all
of God's children in your
church home?

I

What effect does that have on
our congregation? What effect
does that have on our visitors?

them were coming to our Friendship

For one, our congregation knows

program. I wanted them to come –

each friend by name, and they have

and I knew it was the right thing to

become integral members of our

do – but I had three young children.

worship and our church family. They

How could I manage them and a

help in the nursery. They give their

row of friends? I decided to ask our

testimonies. They participate in

congregation for help. Their

liturgy and are baptized. And we are

response? Absolutely.

blessed because of it. Additionally,

FRIENDSHIP MINISTRIES

our congregation has become more

Dan Blauw
Executive Director
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 1)
Email: friendship@friendship.org

was asked several years ago
whether or not the residents of a
local group home would be able

to join me in church, as many of

For many years now, families within

welcoming. Our church is fully

our congregation have welcomed

accessible, with pew cuts, ample

friends every Sunday. They sit with

handicapped parking, an elevator,

them. Worship with them. Get to

and more. And visitors understand

know them. And enjoy

that we believe the church is only

conversations with them during our

complete when it includes all of

fellowship time.

God's children.
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Need additional resources?

Friendship Program Guide
Expressing Faith in Jesus Book
and Resource Guide
We All Have Gifts (5 Session Course)

We would love to
hear from you:

USA: 2215 29th Street SE, Ste. B6
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
Canada: POB 1636 Stn LCD1
Burlington, ON L7R 5A1
www.friendship.org
www.ministerioamistad.org
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