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FRIENDS EXERCISE
THEIR GENEROSITY
dollar to give at the end of the year to a
worthy cause. In 2010, Maria managed to
save $266.00 to help people in poverty
and to provide Bibles for children who do
not have them.

...and more!

M

aria Pacheco and Shirley
Reitsma have been friends
for many years and for the
last ten years have attended the
“Friends Meeting Friends”
Friendship Group in Smithers/
Telkwa, BC.
In December of 2009 the Friendship
Group passed a collection bucket
around at their meeting to buy items
from the Christmas gift catalog of
CRWRC (Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee). They were able to
provide mosquito nets, fish, goats,
water filters, and a calf to help people
in countries in Africa, as well as
Honduras, Bangladesh, and Cambodia.
This experience inspired Maria to
think about ways she could save
throughout the year in order to give to
others. She came up with the idea that
every time she used the treadmill at
Shirley’s home, she would save one
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The Friendship Group held another collection in December 2010, which
amounted to an additional $320.00 to
donate to CRWRC’s Christmas gift campaign. The group gives the credit to God
for willing and generous hearts.

Maria and Shirley with the treadmill
that helped inspire giving

The more than 40 members of the
Smithers/Telkwa Friendship Group report
that in addition to giving, they enjoy singing, reading and learning from the Bible,
playing games, sharing personal stories,
asking for prayer, snack time, and doing
crafts. Their favorite special events
include a Christmas evening, picnics in
the park, wiener roasts, games in the gym,
and bowling.

Group co-director Tina Veenstra adds,
“Everyone eagerly looks forward to each meeting and regularly attends. We have
7 local church denominations represented in our group and also members who
do not belong to a church. Everyone is welcome and belongs at Friendship.
Together we share the love of Jesus with each other.”
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Autism & Your
Church revised
& expanded

in-box
Join our e-newsletter list at
www.friendship.org/support

The trusted manual that has helped countless
churches do a better job of ministering with people
who have Autism Spectrum Disorder will soon be

I

f you’re not already a member,
join our e-newsletter list today
to receive more helpful tips,
news items, and special offers
from Friendship Ministries. We
send the e-newsletter every
month or so, whenever we have
something worthwhile to share
with you.

When you sign up, you’ll
receive an email asking you
to confirm your subscription.
This is one of our policies to
ensure that only those who
want to be on the list are added. You can
also be sure that we will not pass your email address along
to others.

On the

available in a revised and expanded edition.

The new
edition
includes:
• A practical new
chapter on managing challenging
behaviors
• Fresh stories
to illustrate key
concepts
• An updated explanation of what
“Autism Spectrum
Disorder” means
To learn more or to order, contact us today:
www.friendship.org/Autism
Tel: 888.866.8966

Will one of us be in your neighborhood? Give us
a call or send us an email if you’d like to meet!
NELLA
June 6-11: AAIDD, Minneapolis/St Paul, MN
September 11-14: NCCC-CoD, New York, NY
September 17: Joni and Friends, Columbus, OH
October 4-6: One God, One Call, Philadelphia, PA
November 17-19: Alliance for Full Participation, Washington, DC
HEATHER
May 12-13: OASIS, Toronto, ON
Scott & Susan
May 13-14: Joni and Friends West Coast Summit, Westlake Village, CA
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FRIENDSHIP

Ministry of Fragile Force

I

I am happy to share that one of the
first Amistad groups, named The
Fragile Force Ministry, located in
Guatemala City, is celebrating its
tenth anniversary!!! This group was
founded in February 2001 with 5 young people with
Fragile-X syndrome, directed by Thelma Cajas.
Fragile Force also contains a
smaller group of young people,
which they call Josué in honor
of one of its founders, who is in
the Lord's presence since 2002.
This group develops different
educational programs, including
the Amistad Program, and other productive activities. I
give thanks to God because:
• Luís Arturo Arias Echevarrieta
• Luis Alberto Díaz
• José Miguel Del Vecchio
• Andrew Brian Cajas
• Marco Daniel Cajas
had the courage to be the founders of the ministry of
Fragile Force, and now continue with more courage to
blaze a trail in different areas.
They are a blessing to our ministry!

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Ministerio Amistad
SUMMER 2011

Welcome to the family!

Join us in welcoming the following groups:
• Calvary Chapel Eastside of
Colorado Springs, CO
• Brooklyn Covenant Church of Brooklyn, NY
• Cross Creek Church of Palmyra, NY
• Grace Evangelical Church of St Joseph, MO
• Friendship Family Church of
Colorado Springs, CO
• Happy Valley Baptist Church of Carlsbad, NM
• Osborne Baptist Church of Eden, NC
• The Orchard Evangelical Free
Church of Barrington, IL
What’s happening in your part of the Friendship
family? Be in touch! By phone: 888.866.8966, or
email: friendship@friendship.org

Henri Nouwen

“

on Friendship

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a
human being can receive….Friendship
is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we cannot increase the
joy or decrease the sorrow. It is a unity
of souls that gives nobility and sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life
shine brightly. Blessed are those who
lay down their lives for their friends.
From Bread for the Journey
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1997)

“

Notas DE AMISTAD

FAMILY
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What’s in
a name
L

?

ooking for a name for your ministry?
We recently heard the name of a new
Friendship group (in Colorado Springs,
CO) that we like so much we want to pass
it on to you: Friendship Fellowship.

We think that sums up the mutuality and
warmth of Friendship groups beautifully!

old family
The Dunnew
Calgary, AB

Special Gifts
In memory of:
• Terry Van Kalker

From the estate of:
• Madelyn De Groot

In honor of:

• Marie DeVries and Sungmin Youn

Heartfelt thanks to these new and renewing
members of our Church Partnership Program
Sustaining Partners ($250 per year):
Bethel CRC of Lacombe, AB
Community CRC of Kitchener,
ON (renewal)
Covenant CRC of Woodstock, ON
Crosspoint CRC of Brampton, ON
First CRC of Abbotsford, BC
First CRC of Sioux Center, IA
First CRC of Oostburg, WI
Fruitland CRC of Stoney Creek, ON
Good News CRC of London, ON
Hebron CRC of Renfrew, ON
Rehoboth United Reformed Church
of Ancaster, ON
Trinity CRC of Abbotsford, BC
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Growing Partners ($500 per year):
Bethany CRC of Fenwick, ON
Friendship Bible Hour of Chatham, ON
Grace CRC of Welland, ON
Inglewood CRC of Edmonton, AB
Stratford CRC of Stratford, ON (renewal)
Waterloo CRC of Waterloo, ON
Willowdale CRC of North York, ON
Expanding Partners ($1,000 per year):
Covenant Church of Appleton,
WI (renewal)
Ebenezer CRC of Jarvis, ON
First CRC of Hamilton, ON

Heritage Fellowship CRC of
Brampton,
ON (renewal)
Sherman Street CRC of Grand
Rapids, MI
Smithville CRC of Smithville,
ON (renewal)
Woodside Bible Fellowship
of Elmira, ON

To learn more about the Church
Partnership Program, contact
LaVonne at 888.866.8966 ext.2—
3 or admin@friendship.org
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FROM THE
DIRECTOR
A DIFFERENT WAY
TO BUILD A
RELATIONSHIP!

B

uilding relationships is a key part of Friendship
groups everywhere. Teaching, mentoring, and
just hanging out together are some of the best
things that happen during Friendship time. But there are
other ways to expand relationships, even across international borders.
The very first Ministerio Amistad program began at
Jaguey Grande CRC in Cuba almost fifteen years ago. At
that time, my congregation in Grand Rapids purchased
the Amistad materials for them. We also collected
money to purchase markers, construction paper, glue
and other basic craft materials. These materials all went
into a missionary’s suitcase – I suspect she flew to
Mexico and then to Cuba with more craft materials than
clothes in her suitcase! When she returned, she brought
back some lovely handmade rhythm sticks, which we
still use.
Through Amistad, Jaguey Grande has continued to minister with seven deaf men. These men are now an integral part of that congregation. They take the offering on
Sunday, and a man with cerebral palsy signs to them.
Recently another couple from my congregation, Derk
and Nancy Oostendorp, visited the church in Cuba.
Before their trip they came to our Friendship program
with pictures of Jaguey Grande. Because we don’t speak
Spanish and the Amistad program doesn’t speak English,
we needed to send something that would communicate
SUMMER 2011

with these seven men
who do not speak at all.
We decided to send them
the banner created from
the Expressing Faith in
Jesus program by our
friends who were bapThis is the banner we sent to Cuba
tized last June. We all
signed the back of the
canvas banner and rolled it up to fit in the Oostendorp’s
suitcase. When Derk and Nancy came back from Cuba
they brought greetings from the church and maracas for
us.
In Janaury, Derk returned to Cuba with Christmas cards
we made for our friends at Jaguey Grande, and when he
returned he brought us a silk banner they had created for
us. Their church board sent a letter to our church board
formalizing our relationship and letting us know how
important this relationship is to them. We will soon do the
same.
Has your group ever considered expanding internationally? There are a number of Amistad groups that would be
thrilled to befriend a group in the US or Canada – we’d
love to introduce you! It’s one more way to build
Friendship.
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The joy of a Generous Life
H

ave you ever wondered how to
support Friendship Ministries
more effectively, or how to leave a lasting legacy for your Friends? Friendship
partners with two Christian financial
planning organizations that can help
you answer these questions.

Christian Estate Planning expertise,
and help you achieve your Estate
Planning goals. For more information
about Barnabas, please call
888.448.3040 or visit barnabasfoundation.com.

In Canada, Christian Stewardship
Services has been serving Christians
In the United States, Barnabas
Foundation provides a variety of help- with practical advice on stewardship
issues since 1976. CSS Representatives
ful services and benefits to Christians
like you who are seeking ways to honor will meet you, in the comfort of your
home, to explore and develop an Estate
and glorify God with their wealth,
Plan and/or Gift Plan that addresses
regardless of the size of their Estate,
your specific needs. Estate and Will
their age or stage of life. At no charge
or obligation to you, Barnabas provides Planning is for everyone: young and
old, wealthy, or just starting out. It is
clear and easy-to-understand Estate
the process of deciding to whom your
Planning information that answers
your specific questions. They can sim- assets should be distributed after your
death and is an integral but often overplify the details about the different
looked aspect of stewardship. For more
approaches to charitable giving, offer

Denim and Daisy Friendship Dinner

T

information about CSS, please call
800.267.8890 or visit www.csservices.ca.
Christian stewards are entrusted with
wealth and resources as gifts in God’s
world, and charged to manage them in
His best interests. Barnabas and CSS are
excellent resources to help you do just
that.

We would love to
hear from you:
Nella Uitvlugt
Executive Director
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 2 -- 1)
email: friendship@friendship.org
LaVonne Carlson
Administrative Assistant (USA)
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 2 -- 3)
email: admin@friendship.org

his Friendship fundraiser promises to be a fun filled extravaganza evening.
Our location? Beautiful Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. Our hosts? Stonechurch Vineyards (owned by the family of long time Friend, Jessica Hunse).
Nestled in the heart of Niagara’s wine country, the evening will include a tour of
the vineyard, a delicious meal, and an inspirational program. The setting alone
will give you goosebumps!

Heather De Boer
Administrative Assistant (Canada)
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 2 -- 5)
email: canada@friendship.org

The intent of the dinner is to raise funds to grow Friendship Ministries Canada
by at least eight new groups in the next year. With these funds, we will enable
staff to attend conferences, to travel for speaking engagements, and to invest
time to help large current groups split into two groups.

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Amistad Representative
tel: 786.206.0293
email: info@ministerioamistad.org

You can host a table for your friends or family for $1,600 (for a table of eight,
you do the math!), or perhaps you would like to come solo and support this
ministry. We have space for just 80 people, so please make your reservation
soon! Deadline is May 20.

FRIENDSHIP MINISTRIES International

For reservations and more information, please contact Heather at
888.866.8966 x 2—5, or canada@friendship.org.
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Gwen Penning Genzink
Marketing Communications
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 2 -- 4)
email: genzinkg@friendship.org

USA: 2215 29th Street SE, Ste. B6
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
Canada: POB 1636 Stn LCD1
Burlington, ON L7R 5A1
www.friendship.org
www.ministerioamistad.org
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