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When our Friendship group 

studied "Jesus Loves" (unit 5 

of the Friendship Bible 

Study series Jesus, Our Savior) and 

learned about Jesus’ relationship with 

children, I was struck by the disciples’ 

attempt to "taskmaster" Jesus.  

As they told people to stop bringing 

children to Jesus, the disciples may have 

simply intended to manage Jesus’ sche-

dule.  But Jesus reprimanded them.  Was 

their motivation really just to give Jesus 

some rest after a long and busy day?  Or 

in their minds--and to use a modern 

colloquialism--were they really saying 

"Who has time for these 'rug rats'?"

Like Jesus' disciples, I sometimes find 

myself in the role of taskmaster--or per-

haps modern day "Kingdom Event 

Coordinator.”  However, do I really 

know what's best for the Kingdom?  

In our Friendship group, some friends 

speak very little and some speak a whole 

lot.  Those who speak very little may do 

“

CONFESSIONS OF a 
KINGDOM EvENT 
COORDINaTOR
By Gary Lopez

so because trying to communicate is frustrating; they're 

surrounded by too many taskmasters.  It's easier to remain 

silent than to be overwhelmed by frustration.

My friend Kristin is a person who works very hard to make 

the rest of us understand her.  I am realizing that I'll never 

be able to shorten--or worse yet, cancel--our group prayer 

in order to move our program along and get out on time.  

You see, group prayer time is when Kristin communicates 

best.  

Kristin's prayers are generally for the same things: from her 

parents, to Teletubbies, to the pain in her knee.  We can all 

cite her list of requests and subsequent prayer when she 

"prayer-speaks."  I like that word, "prayer-speak."  Kristin 

feels most comfortable speaking within our group through 

"prayer-speak," it seems.  As for me, I'm convicted.  Who do 

I feel most comfortable speaking with?  Is it gabbing to an 

earthly friend or speaking to my Heavenly Father?

Kristin also likes to sing.  I rediscovered that recently during 

our impromptu singing.  Because of her verbal difficulty 

Kristin has also learned some basic signing.  When the two come together in concert 

she sings heartily and any shyness and frustration evaporates.  Check out the picture.  

That's our Kristin!

 

About the author: Gary Lopez leads the Over the Top Friendship Club, 

a ministry of St. Patrick Presbyterian Church in Greeley, CO. 



On the
NELLA
January 4-7: Children’s Pastors’ Conference, Nashville, TN
January 27-30: Association of Presbyterian Church Educators, Nashville, TN 
March 14-17: Children’s Pastors’ Conference, San Diego, CA

RALPH & CAROL
Late October-early November: VA, NC, SC, OH

TONY & DIANA
November 7: Arc of Greater Prince William, Woodbridge, VA

Will one of us be in your neighborhood?  Give us 
a call or send us an email if you’d like to meet!
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Wear yourheart

Our Amistad Representa-
tive, Elizabeth Rodriguez, 
and her husband, Daniel, 

wanted to think of something beauti-
ful they could do to help raise money 
to support the work of Friendship 
Ministries and Ministerio Amistad.  
What they came up with is a line of 
jewelry and keychains made in Co-
lombia (their home base) of gorgeous 
natural materials such as tagua nuts 
and acai beads.  

We’re calling the line “Wear your 
heart,” and you can see the items at 

www.friendship.org/WearYourHeart
Each time you purchase one of these 
items, the proceeds go to support our 
mission.  Please consider purcha-  
sing a piece not only for yourself, but 
also for someone you’d like to tell 
about what Friendship means to you.  
Consider it a beautiful way to “share 
your heart”!

The “Tagua link Keychain” pictured 
here would make a great, inexpen-
sive gift for members of your group: 
they’re $3.50 each.  (We still have 
other gift options available as well, 
including t-shirts and teddy bears.)

If sales are strong, Elizabeth and  
Daniel hope to employ people with 
disabilities and parents of children 
with disabilities in creating the 
pieces.

Tagua Link Keychain

and give a gift of love

The newly 
revised 

Friendship 
Program Guide 
contains all the 
helpful infor-
mation you’d 

expect--from what the program is all about, to 
how to get organized, to how to define volun-
teer roles, to how to build community.

All of that good stuff, with an unexpected 
twist: you can now download it for free at 
www.friendship.org/support.  

Whether you’re thinking about starting a new 
group, brushing up an existing group, or shar-
ing with someone what Friendship is all about, 
you’ll want to check out this resource.

To order a print copy for $6.50, please call 
888.866.8966 (ext.1) and ask for the “Friend-
ship Program Guide.”

Download 
our new Program Guide 
for free



NELLA
January 4-7: Children’s Pastors’ Conference, Nashville, TN
January 27-30: Association of Presbyterian Church Educators, Nashville, TN 
March 14-17: Children’s Pastors’ Conference, San Diego, CA
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Welcome to the family!
Join us in welcoming the following groups:

It is a pleasure for 
me to share the 
good news that we 

have more Amistad 
groups in several 
churches in Cuba. 

One of them is located at the World Mission 
Evangelical Church in the town of Sandino, Cuba. 
This city includes around 25 people with Down 
syndrome.  Mariolys Ramos, who is a Sunday 
school teacher from this church, has shared her 
goal for her community to us: “Our goal is to 
reach all people with Down syndrome in the city, 
along with their relatives and guardians, and to 
bring them the Word of God--as well as attention 
and love.”

I want to thank you for your generosity.  Your 
support enables us to reach out to more commu-
nities, including this town in Cuba, with the 
Amistad program.

May God Bless You,

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Ministerio Amistad

DE aMISTaDNotas
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More Amistad 
groups in

• Central Baptist Church of McNeill, MS

• Covenant Christian Reformed Church of Winnipeg, MB

• Delta Community Christian Church of Lansing, MI

• First Presbyterian of Turlock, CA

• Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church of Lecanto, FL

• Allegheny Center Alliance Church of Pittsburgh, PA

• John Calvin Christian Reformed Church of Truro, NS

FRIENDSHIP GROuP aDvOCaTES 
FOR TRaNSPORTaTION

When the Friends in Faith group of First Lutheran Church 

in Topeka, KS learned that local bus service would be 

eliminated on evenings and Sundays, they were angry.  

The cutbacks would disproportionately affect people with 

disabilities and would mean that group members would 

lose needed transportation to work and to church.  

around the same time the issue came up, the group 

was studying how to handle anger in the Friendship life 

Study Talking to God About Your Feelings.  They decided 

to write a letter, which they sent to the local paper, The 

Capital-Journal, as well as to their city councilman and 

the bus company. 

Though money has not been found to keep the bus servic-

es going indefinitely, the outcry from Friends in Faith and 

others was enough that the cutbacks have been delayed 

over and over, and to date not all of them have gone into 

effect. 

Let us know what’s happening in your part of the 
Friendship family!  Contact Gwen at 888.866.8966 
ext. 2--4 or genzinkg@friendship.org 



CREaTE FRaMED 
CHRISTMaS PHOTOS
 

The Friendship group at First 
United Methodist Church in Sa-
line, MI painted photo frames the 
week before their Christmas party.  
Then at the celebration, they took 
digital photos of each group mem-
ber, printed them on a portable 
picture station, and slipped them 
into the frames.  Members could 
take the framed photos home that 
night to keep or give as gifts.
 
SING a SERMON
 

The Friendship Class at Hillsboro 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, 
TN recently formed a choir and 
sang for their congregation for 
the first time.  This is how group 
leader Mary Ev bendenbaugh 
described the experience, "I was 
wrong when I thought the congre-
gation would not like this event.  

When we finished singing, the 
entire congregation stood up and 
clapped for a long time!  I don't 
know about everyone, but there 
were many tears in my eyes.  an-
other thing: the week before, at 
the end of rehearsal the group 
stood there and smiled.  I've never 
seen such beautiful smiles.  That 
morning, they 'sang a sermon' to 
me!  I told them they had given 
me a wonderful gift: the smiles on 
their faces.  and that with those 
smiles, I'm sure that they really 
love God...and that God really 
loves them."
 

aDOPT ONE 
aNOTHER
 

The Friendship group at Plym-
outh Heights Church in Grand 
Rapids, MI has discovered that 
a great way to create a sense of 
belonging on Sunday mornings 
is for members of the Friendship 
group and other members of the 
church to "adopt" each other by 
sitting together during the service.  
This is particularly helpful for 
new friends who may not know 
many people.  Not only do they 
get to know the people they're 
sitting with, but they also get to 
know the people sitting around 
them more quickly. 

Share Your Ideas!  Every Friend-
ship group is unique and has 
creative ideas to share.  Call us: 
888.866.8966 or send an email: 
friendship@friendship.org
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TRY THIS!
REUSE 
MATERIALS 
FOR A 
TRINITY 
STUDY

A
re you looking for something 

new to study this year?  But is 

your budget also tight?  Consid-

er reusing your Friendship Bible Study 

materials to study the Trinity.  Here’s a 

series of 16 Friendship Bible Study ses-

sions that will lead your group through a 

study of the three persons of the Trinity:

from God, Our Father
• Unit 1, God Created the World: 
   sessions 1, 2, & 4 

from Jesus, Our Savior
• Unit 1, Jesus Comes: session 1
• Unit 6, Jesus Dies and Is Risen: 
   sessions 2 & 3 

from The Spirit, Our Helper
• Unit 1, The Spirit Comes: sessions 2 & 3
• Unit 4, The Spirit Makes Us One: 
   sessions 1, 2, 3, & 4
• Unit 5, The Spirit Helps Us Believe: 
   sessions 1, 2, 3, & 4

Or create your own combination of ses-

sions to explore another theme.  A great 

tool for doing this is the Friendship Cur-

riculum Overview, which lists the title, 

scripture, and main concept for each 

session.  Download it at www.friendship.

org/support or call us for a printed copy.  

And if you come up with a theme, we’d 

love to hear about it!
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FROM THE 
         DIRECTOR

FROM THE buS 
DRIvER TO THE 
CHuRCH 12 
MIlES aWay
Where does your ‘Friendship Ripple’ reach?

Often when I talk with you, our program 
leaders and donors, I hear about the ripple 
effect of Friendship.  Some of you have 

never considered how you affect the lives of those 
who are observing you.  you merely carry on week-
to-week creating wonderful places of fellowship.  
you think about what the lesson will mean to friends 
and mentors. But have you really thought about 
how wide your ripple effect is?

your “Friendship Ripple” affects the people who 
transport friends.  In my town, city bus drivers bring 
some friends to church.  They observe what goes on: 
smiles of welcome for friends, a friendly greeting 
and word of thanks for the driver.  They comment 
that something unique is happening at church.  

your Friendship Ripple also affects the group home 
staff, who know that residents look forward to 
Friendship all week.  They see the behavior changes 
that occur because of Friendship.  They also see how 
you react to your friends.  Have you intentionally 
reached out to group home staff?  Consider increa-
sing your Friendship Ripple by baking cookies for 
them, offering them a cup of coffee, or sending them 
a card at Christmas.  These people work hard for 
very little pay.  Reaching out to them will encourage 
them greatly.  

besides, if you build relationships with staff, you will be 
more likely to gain their help in connecting with fami-
lies.  yes, this takes time, but it is a vital part of the 
Friendship Ripple Effect.  Many parents observe that 
Friendship is the greatest place of acceptance for their 
son or daughter.  Parents have also told me that their son 
or daughter is better behaved on Friendship day in 
anticipation.  One man reminds his mother every day, 
“Tuesday, church.”  She probably gets tired of hearing it 
but knows this is the highlight of his week!  Have you 
invited family members to your parties?  This is a won-
derful way to build relationships.  Encourage your men-
tors to think about connecting with family and staff, too. 

If all this isn’t enough, you could also help start a brand 
new ripple!   Here are just a few recent examples of 
how this happens:  a church in ann arbor, MI with 20 
years of Friendship experience agrees to mentor a 
church in nearby Saline that wants to get a ministry off 
the ground.  a group in Greeley, CO needs more acce-
ssible space; they arrange to meet at another Greeley 
church, giving that church a chance to learn about 
Friendship.  When it’s clear there is much more need in 
the community, a parent from the group starts a Sunday 
school class at another nearby church.

The more we are intentional, the wider the Friendship 
Ripple Effect grows. 

The more we are intentional,
the wider the Friendship 

Ripple Effect grows.



We would love to 
hear from you:
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Nella Uitvlugt 
Executive Director 
tel: 888.866.8966  (ext. 2 -- 1)
email: friendship@friendship.org

LaVonne Carlson
Administrative Assistant (USA)
tel: 888.866.8966 (ext. 2 -- 3)
email: admin@friendship.org 

Heather De Boer
Administrative Assistant (Canada)
email: canada@friendship.org

Gwen Penning Genzink
Marketing Communications
tel: 888.866.8966  (ext. 2 -- 4) 
email: genzinkg@friendship.org

Elizabeth Rodriguez
Amistad Representative
tel: 786.206.0293
email: info@ministerioamistad.org

FRIENDSHIP MINISTRIES International 

USA: 2215 29th Street SE, Ste. b6
Grand Rapids, MI  49508

Canada: POb 1636 Stn lCD1
burlington, ON  l7R 5a1 

www.friendship.org
www.ministerioamistad.org
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HOW DOES YOUR
GIFT MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE?
When you support Friendship 
Ministries financially, we are able to…

Thank you to our newest members of the Church Partnership Program, who 
are making all of the above--and more!--possible through their generous gifts:

• Immanuel Christian Reformed Church of Hamilton, ON
• Smithville Christian Reformed Church of Smithville, ON
• Community Christian Reformed Church of Kitchener, ON

Church Partners are eligible for direct training at a discount, a 20% savings on 
Friendship materials, and newsletters for congregation members.  To learn more, 
contact Nella at 888.866.8966 (ext.2—1) or friendship@friendship.org.

...help 45 new programs get off the ground this year.

...spend time consulting with programs who need assistance     
     with materials or recruiting.  Ever wonder how we pay for the  
     free consulting we offer?

...help connect friends who are moving from one town or 
     state to another with a new church family.

...mail 8,000 Extras to people all over North america, and 
     to places as far away as New Zealand.

...host free webinars on autism and ministry.  170 people 
     have attended already. 

...pay for an ad in the magazine Alcanzando los Niños, a major 
     way that people in latin america find out about Amistad.

Is your church supporting Friendship’s Global Mission? 

A Special Gift
We are grateful for a gift in honor 
of George Hoekstra.

To learn more about how you can sup-
port Friendship Ministries, please call 
Nella at 888.866.8966 (ext.2—1) or visit 
www.friendship.org/give


